Topic: The Uptake of Global Value Chains by International Organizations
ABSTRACT
Global value chains (GVCs) have provided a useful framework for
understanding the new global economy associated with geographically
dispersed supply chains, global outsourcing by multinational lead firms,
and the dynamic growth of large emerging economies.

A critical but

hitherto overlooked aspect of GVC analysis is its rapid adoption during the
past decade by virtually all of the leading international organizations (IOs)
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a broader array of IO’s have utilized the GVC perspective to advance a
diverse range of programs and policy initiatives linked to the goals of
inclusive and sustainable development.
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document the reasons for the rapid uptake of GVCs by IOs, but also to
unpack the multiple ways the GVC framework is being utilized by IOs on
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(1) a neoliberal approach, which emphasizes open

international trade and investment to promote gains from GVCs; (2) a
developmentalist approach, which highlights the role of strong states and
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national industrial policy to harness GVCs for local development; and (3) a
public-private collaborative approach, which targets lead firms in GVCs
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incorporate local development goals, while the public sector provides the
institutional foundations for private sector growth. A related issue is how
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of IO’s in mediating and recasting the global development agenda in an
increasingly stratified and uncertain international economy.
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